The Court of the Sassanians
frontiers of the Byzantine Empire; in the north Great Media and Azerbaijan.
It was not long before Ghosroes had the opportunity of making war. Once begun, it occupied him for more than half his reign of nearly fifty years. His chief enemies were the Byzantines with whom he made a lasting peace, but only after many campaigns, in 562. He had to defend his empire in the cant against the Ephthalites, or white Huns, and later agairat the ancestral enemies of Iran, the Turkish tribes of Turanians, hordes of wild nomads who for centuries had been swarming into the empire from Transoxania.
There is a well-known fable about Ghosroes I Anorchivan ("of the immortal soul") which was later often to be retold by Islam poets. According to this the king, out hunting, got separated from his suite in the ardour of the chase and found himself alone with his vizier. As they were riding over a plain they came across a village in ruins and abandoned except for two owls which were perched on a crumbling wall and screeching, The kingj afraid and superstitious in this lonely place, asked his vizier what secrets the two birds might be discussing. "Sire," replied the cunning vizier, "I crave your pardon before telling you what those birds are saying. One bird, about to give his daughter in marriage to the other, is demanding a suitable dowry, *Give her this ruined village,' he says, 'and others as well,' 'With pleasure/ replies the other bird, 'if our mighty sovereign continues his present activities and abandon* his people to hunger and misery, it isn't a mere two or three ruined houses I shall be giving you, but a hundred thousand,1"
Chosroe's justice became proverbial and the subject of many legends. It is mid that once, on his return to Gtesiphon, he wa^ receiving the envoys of different monarchs who had sent him "gifta and messages. One of these envoys, sent by the Emperor Justinian of Byzantium, visited the royal palace and wondered at its splendour. He was struck, however, by what he considered a fault in the design of the square in front and asked the reason for it. He was told: "An old woman's house stood there and as the king could not persuade heresent Iraq as far as thea two-handed lance. In front of him, j:heir names carved on the stone, stand the
